PETITION REGARDING JOINT LEGAL CUSTODY DISPUTE
SAGINAW COUNTY FRIEND OF THE COURT
FORM 80

Use this Petition if:

* You have a custody order containing a joint legestady provision in your
Judgment of Divorce or Separate Maintenance or @der of Filiation and you
cannot agree with the other party to resolve d jemal custody dispute and you
want to petition the Court to determine the disdussue (e.g. school change, majc
medical issue, religion/church change).

You cannot use this form:
« To modify custody or parenting time

If both parties agree to a change in the Ordereitiéh is necessary. If an agreement is
reached please notify your Caseworker in writindgjaating the specifics of the
agreement. Both parties MUST sign the writtenestesnt.

FILING THIS PETITION WILL RESULT IN THE FRIEND OF HE COURT CONDUCTING AN
INVESTIGATION. PRIOR TO AN INVESTIGATION BEING DOK THE PETITIONING
PARTY MUST PAY AMINIMUM INVESTIGATION FEE OF $150.00 TO THE FRIEND OF
THE COURT. PLEASE PAY BY MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO THE FRIEND OF THE
COURT AND DESIGNATED "CASEWORKER INVESTIGATION FEFE”

IF IT IS DECIDED THAT A CONTRACTUAL PERSON MUST INESTIGATE YOUR CASE
YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED OF ANY ADDITIONAL COST.

IF YOU HAVE FILED AN AFFIDAVIT FOR
SUSPENSION OF FILING FEES DUE TO

INDIGENCY AND THE FILING FEES HAVE
BEEN WAIVED, YOU STILL MUST PAY THE
$150 “CASEWORKER INVESTIGATION FEE”

This packet is prepared in accordance to the garkebf the State Court Administrator’s Office Ferm
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PETITION CHECKLIST
Use the following checklist to make sure you haweealall the steps that are included.

DID YOU...READ THE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST?

1. Fill out all requested information on the Petition? YES[ |
2. Make all the necessary copies? ES
3. Pay the Petition fee to the Circuit Court Clerk?

(located in the basement of the Courthou®¢hen you filed
the original petition with the Circuit Couterk, ask for the
copies of the petition to be stamped (Troeyg.

4. Mail (serve) a copy of the Petition on the otheitysa YES[ ]

5. Return to the Clerk’s officafter you mailed the Petition YES]
and completed the certificate of mailing?

6. Keep one copy of the Petition for yourself? ES

7. Give 1 copy of the completed Petition to the ES

Circuit Court Clerk with the completed CertificatEMailing?

8. Deliver 1 copy of the completed Petition to the ES
Friend of the Court with the completed Cettite of Mailing?

9. Pay the Friend of the Court Investigation fee? ESY |

If you cannot answer “YES” to all of the above stegour Petition may be delayed or your Petition
may be dismissed.

By using this Petition packet you are represengmgyself in a Court action regarding a joint legal
custody dispute. In order to receive the actiom $®@ek, you must follow the instructions in this
packet. If you fail to do even one of the requiségbs your Petition may be dismissed.

If you have any question about any steps in the poess, refer to page 3 through 5 of this packet
for detalils.

The Friend of the Court does NOTrepresent either party. In preparation for the Investigation,
each party is encouraged to review the CHILD CUSTON ACT, which may be obtained from
the state court administrator’s office (989-373-828) or the public library. The Friend of the
Court is NOT authorized to give the parties legal advice or aist in filing of this Petition. Either
party may hire an attorney during any point in the process.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILING A PETITION

= FILING A PETITION

1.

Fill out the Petition.

Use the document on page 6. Follow the instruatiopage 5. (Be careful to not make mistakes.)s ha
Court document. Please type or print neatly ublagk or blue pen only.

Make at least 4 copies of the Petition after you he filled it out.
File the Petition form with the Circuit Court Clerk (located in the basement of the Courthouse).
Take the original and 4 copies of the Petition® €ircuit Court Clerk.

You must pay $100.00 using either a money ordeh oa personal check (not a starter check) madaiyayo the
“Clerk of the Court” ($20.00 is thielotion Fee and $80.00 is the fee for entry of tBeder).

The Clerk will keep the original Petition and arttaahments for the Court file and stamp “True Copyall
other copies. YOMUST provide the Friend of the Court with a true copyoiir Petition. Do not lose your
remaining true copies of your Petition.

What you should have when you leave the Clerk'eeff

1 Copy of the Petition (with any attachments)-yfou

1 Copy of the Petition (with any attachments)-tfog other party

1 Copy of the Petition (with any attachments)-tfoe Court

1 Copy of the Petition-(with any attachments)- Eniend of the Court

An investigation fee of $150.00 will be assesdedthe Friend of the Court. You must pay the fe@rior to
the Friend of the Court beginning an investigation. This payment must be made by money order made
payable to the Saginaw County Friend of the Court ad designated as “Caseworker Investigation fee'lF
IT IS DECIDED THAT A CONTRACTUAL PERSON MUST INVEST IGATE YOUR CASE YOU WILL BE
NOTIFIED OF ANY ADDITIONAL COST.

You must ensure that the address for both parteis the address on file with the Friend of the Cat1 If
you fail to provide the correct address for eithemparty your Petition may be dismissed for lack of seice.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR SERVING A PETITION

= SERVING THE PETITION ON THE OTHER PARTY OR PARTIES

1.

Serve the Petition on the other party.

YOU MUST SERVE (NOTIFY BY MAIL) the other party prior to the Friend of the Cowviewing the
Petition. You CANNOT hand deliver the papers to the other paty.

What you need for service:

1 Copy of the Petition (with any attachments)- with completed certificate of mailing for you

1 Copy of the Petition (with any attachments)- wiith completed certificate of mailing for the otiparty

1 Copy of the Petition (with any attachments)- with completed certificate of mailing for the Court

1 Copy of the Petition (with any attachments)- wiitle completed certificate of mailing for the Fideof the
Court

Fill out the Certificate of Mailing (date and sigm) all copies of the Petition. Mail one copyhe bther party.
NOTE: Serve the papers by mailing them to the otherygartregular, first class mail. THE DATE ON THE
CERTIFICATE OF MAILING MUST BE THE DATE YOU MAILEDTHE PETITION TO THE OTHER
PARTY.

Return to the Circuit Court Clerk

Once you have mailed the Petition to the otherypaturn to the Circuit Court Clerk’s office. Yaull have
three copies with the completed certificate of mgil Give the Circuit Court Clerk one copy for tGeurt file.
Keep 1 copy for your own records. Deliver 1 copythie Friend of the Court. YOMUST deliver a copy
directly to the Friend of the Court office.

Response from the other party.

If you receive a response to your Petition from ¢ther party make sure you read it.
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INSTRUCTION FOR COMPLETING “PETITION REGARDING JOIN T LEGAL CUSTODY DISPUTE”

Please print neatly. After completing the Petitionyou will need to make at least 4 copies.

Items A through J must be completed before youiti®etcan be filed with the Court. Please readitis¢ruction for each of item.
Then fill in the correct information for that iteom the Petition.

A.

Before you fill in the Case No., get your Court pepfor divorce, separate maintenance, or pateamity
copy the Case No. from those Court papers ontdPtigion form.

Also use your Court paper to fill in the “Plaintifind the “Defendant” boxes. Copy the names frbesé
court papers onto this Petition. For examplepifityname is in the box that says “Plaintiff” on théginal
court document, then you should write your naminén“Plaintiff” box on this Petition form.

You are the person filing the Petition therefore tle burden of proving why you should be granted the
requested relief lies with you.

You must ensure that the address for both padid¢isel address on file with the Friend of the Caund if
you do not know the address youst verify the address with the Friend of the Court.

If you have a judgment or order for custody, sefganaaintenance, or paternity, read it carefullyind out
if there is any information in it about custody.

Read your Court papers for custody, divorce, sépamaintenance, or paternity to find out who wa
ordered to have custody. Write this informatioreheong with the name(s) of the child(ren).

State who the child(ren) are living with now, theideess or location where the child(ren), and the tze
child(ren) started living there even if it is difémt than what was ordered.

State the circumstances that require a resoluti@joint legal custody disputdxplain in as mucldetail

as possible what has happened. If you need maaeespse a separate sheet of paper. Print tl
information as neatly as you can. You will neetbgies of this sheet to attach to 4 copies of #taién.
Check this box if you and the other party agreeuglaojoint legal custody dispute. Explain in ascinu
detail as possible. If you need more space, s&parate sheet of paper. Print this informationeagly as
you can. You will need 4 copies of this sheetttach to the copies of this Petition.

You need to explain in as much detail as possilhlatwou want the Court to order. If you need mgacs,
use a separate sheet of paper. Print this infesmats neatly as you can. You will need 4 copiethsf
sheet to attach to copies of this Petition.

Write in today’s date and sign your name.

GO TO PAGE 3 & 4 FOR FILING AND SERVICE INSTRUCTION S.
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STATE OF M CHI GAN A.
10TH JUDI Cl AL PETI TI ON REGARDI NG JO NT | CASE #

FAM LY DI VI SI ON LEGAL CUSTODY DI SPUTE

111 S. MICHIGAN
SAGINAW, MI 48602

wing

B. Plaintiff's name and address, city, Defendant’'s name and address, city, state
state and zip. and zip
\%
C. 1. a.On a judgment or Order contain ing a joint legal custody
Date
provision was entered.
D. 2. The [] Plaintiff [ ] Defendant was ordered to have custody of the follo
child(ren):
E. 3. The child(ren) listed above have been living wit h
Name
S ince
Complete Address Date
E. 4. The parties are unable to agree to resolve a joi nt legal custody dispute.
Use a separate sheet to explain what has happe ned and attach. Include all necessary facts.
G. 5 [] and | agree to resolve the joint legal custody
dispute as follows: Use a separate sheet to explain in detail what you have agreed on
and attach. Include all necessary facts.
H. 6.1 ask the Court to order a resolution to the joint |legal custody dispute as
fol | ows:
Use a separate sheet to explain in detail what you want the Court to order and attach
| declare that the above statements are true to the best of my information, knowledge,
and belief.
I
Date Petitioner’s signature
CERTI FI CATE OF MAI LI NC
| certify on this date | mailed a copy of this peti tion on the other party by ordinary

mail at the above address.

Date Petitioner’s signature
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